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sequence of the expedition then fitting out under the auspices of the government. Poe, who was acquainted with the chief projector, J. N. Reynolds, had found some attraction in the scheme from the first. He had reviewed the Congressional report on the matter and twice written editorially about it while still editor of the " Messenger." In this way his attention was originally drawn to the subject, and in course of time the new book of travels was published, apparently on the recommendation of Mr. Paulding.1
The narrative is circumstantial and might well seem plausible to-the unreflecting and credulous, although there are a few tell-tale slips, as where in the fifth chapter Augustus, who died on the voyage, is said to have revealed some matters to Arthur only in later years. Its credibility, however, is not so strange, nor the realistic art so ingenious, as might be thought, since portions of it are either suggested from other lately printed books, such as Irving's "Astoria," or directly compiled (the detailed account of the South Seas is taken almost textually from Morell's " Voyages " 2) by the easy process of close paraphrase. What is peculiar to the book is its accumulation of blood-curdling incidents, All the horrors of the deep are brought in
i.Hirst.
2 Narrative of Four Voyages to the South Seas and Pacific, 1822-1831. By Benjamin Morell. New York, 1832, Pp.183 et seq.
